SESSION STRANDS
Convention sessions with a special focus or in special sequences fall into session strands. Attend multiple
sessions within a single strand for an in-depth learning experience with any of these important themes:

Early Childhood Education Strand sessions focus on issues pertaining to the education of
children from birth to age eight, their families, and their teachers. Early literacy is a key concept
in these sessions that also address diversities in early childhood and highlight practices and
processes that are situated in social, historical, and cultural contexts.
ELATE Strand (English Language Arts Teacher Educators) sessions focus on issues, research,
and practices pertaining to teacher development, professional development, and teacher
education programs, including preservice and induction programs. These sessions highlight
the practice of those who prepare literacy educators or support their continued development
through courses, workshops, and inquiry.
LGBTQ Strand sessions focus on issues pertaining to lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and
queer students, their families, and their teachers. These sessions address representations of
sexual and affectional difference, and they offer a broad understanding of diversity, free inquiry
and expression, critical pedagogy, and democratic teaching practices. The sessions encourage
the creation of safer, more inclusive schools.
LLA Strand sessions focus on whole language theory and practice and are reviewed by
Literacies and Languages for All leaders. These sessions push understandings of critical
literacy, inquiry, and collaborative learning, and integrate literacy with other sign systems and
knowledge systems situated in social, historical, political, and cultural contexts.
National Writing Project Strand sessions focus on research, practice, and innovation at Writing
Project sites, including promising designs for professional learning and leadership programs;
youth, community, and civic engagement projects; and fresh looks at curriculum and pedagogy
in the teaching of writing. These sessions highlight the potential of teacher-leaders, and
educators more broadly, to work collectively to improve the teaching of writing for all learners.
Rainbow Strand sessions focus on issues and strategies related to teaching and affirming
culturally and linguistically diverse students, especially African Americans, Latinxs, American
Indians, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders.
Research Strand sessions have been chosen through a refereed selection process sponsored
by the NCTE Standing Committee on Research (SCR). Although reports and discussions of
research are distributed throughout the Convention Program, sessions labeled “Research
Strand” are those that report on rigorous and original research studies as refereed by the SCR.

A SESSION FOR EVERY LEVEL
Throughout the following session descriptions, each title includes a letter icon, indicating the level or levels
of interest embraced by the topic:

E

Elementary

M

Middle

S

Secondary

C

College

G

General Interest

TE

Teacher Education
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